
A key to flower-colour forms of Field Bindweed, Convolvulus 
arvensis subsp. arvensis – adapted from Sell & Murrell (2009, Flora 
of Great Britain & Ireland Vol. 3, pp 342-3) 

 
 

1. Inside of corolla pure white except for yellow throat, and sometimes a ring of pink/purple  
marks (‘tick’ marks) above the yellow throat → 2 
 
Inside of corolla tinted pink or with clear white-and-pink stripes, with or without a ring of 
pink/purple marks (‘tick’ marks) above the yellow throat → 3 
 

2. Inside of corolla pure white except for yellow throat, no ‘tick’ marks = forma arvensis 
 

Inside of corolla pure white with yellow throat and ring of dark ‘tick’ marks just above 
yellow throat = forma notata 
 

3. Inside of corolla tinted pink all over most of surface, or pink except for white band above 
yellow throat → 4 
 
Inside of corolla with pink and white stripes → 7 
 

4. Inside of corolla tinted pink all over surface except for yellow throat → 5 
 
Inside of corolla deep pink round top half with white band above yellow throat, into which 
point 5 lobes of the pink → 6 
 

5. No ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma pallidiroseus 
 
Purple ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma pallidinotatus 
 

6. No ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma perroseus 
 
Purple ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma quinquevulnerus 
 

7. Inside of corolla with 5 white stripes and 5 pink ‘windows’ → 8 
 
Inside of corolla with 10 white stripes and 10 pink ‘windows’ → 9 
 

8. No ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma pentarrhabdotus 
 
Purple ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma pentastictus 
 

9. No ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma decarrhabdotus 
 
Purple ‘tick’ marks above yellow throat = forma decemvulnerus 
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